A STORY OF METAMORPHOSIS - OF PLACE
AND PEOPLE, ACROSS OCEANS AND TIME,
WOVEN INTO FASHION, DANCE AND MUSIC
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In 1865, a group of young men set sail on

an epic journey, from the green volcanic
lands of Satsuma in Japan - now the
Kagoshima prefecture - to the dark sooty
mills of Victorian England, on a secret study
mission to learn about new technologies in
the global centre of the textiles trade.

Three of these ‘Satsuma Students’ travelled
North, to the mills of Manchester and
Oldham, where they met engineers from
the Platt Brothers factory. This led to an
exchange of trade and learning, which
sparked an age of Industrial Revolution for
Japan, with Osaka at the forefront of the
country’s industrial progress.

Today there is a new era of friendship

and exchange igniting between Greater
Manchester and Osaka - also known as

the ‘Manchester of the East’; harnessing
the powers of nature and creativity to
improve our lives and places, through new
technologies and sustainable practices.

In 2023, | met with Mayor Yokoyama and
promised him the gift of a cultural exchange
upon my return to his city for Expo 2025.

In this performance of music, dance and
fashion from artists at the heart of our
city-region’s thriving creative scene, we
bring that spirit of connection and discovery
to Bloom; our love letter to Osaka from the
people of Greater Manchester.
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“TODAY | CAUGHT AN
ALMOST TOTALLY BLACK
FORM OF PEPPERED
MOTH NEAR THE CENTRE
OF MANCHESTER”

RS EDLESTON, AMATEUR NATURALIST, 1848
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This was the first recorded sighting of a
carbonaria (dark) form of peppered moth.
As the Industrial Revolution coated the
cities of England in black soot, what was
once rare had become common, with 95%
of Manchester’s peppered moths being
carbonaria by 1895. Studied in ‘Kettlewell’s
Experiment’, the moth’s rapid evolution is
now recognised as a classic and beautiful
demonstration of Charles Darwin’s natural
selection in action - and following the
UK’s 1956 Clean Air Act, the typica (light)
peppered moth has emerged once again.
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AFRODEUTSCHE COMPOSER/VOICE fE#l 7
ROBERTO RUISI VIOLIN NAFUY
MARTIN SCHAFER VIOLA EFZ
LUCY ARCH CELLO FzH
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Manchester, 1865. The cotton industry is booming. Smoke,
ambition, and innovation are in the air. Beneath the
industrial hum, a quiet connection takes root as three
students from Satsuma, Japan, secretly arrive in Oldham.
Welcomed into the mills, they learn from the minds and
machines of ‘Cottonopolis’ - accelerating Japan’s textile
revolution and helping Osaka become the ‘Manchester of
the East’.

160 years later, Bloom carries this legacy forward in a
flowering of cultural exchange.

Bloom was born in Islington Mill - a cotton mill turned
creative hub, home to Creative Producers, From The Other.
The mill’s transformation reflects Greater Manchester’s
own: from weaving cotton to weaving new ideas in music,
fashion and dance.

Informed by the past, inspired by the future, From The
Other have connected boundary-pushing artists, each
embodying a Manchester that thrives on reinvention,
creative risk and collaboration. Composer and DJ
AFRODEUTSCHE, dance company Company Chameleon
and queer-led fashion brand Belladonis come together as
creators, working alongside a trio from the Hallé Orchestra
— already an acclaimed Manchester institution by the time
the Satsuma students arrived.

In Bloom, the Japan-Manchester story emerges not as
history, but as a seed for what’s next. Dancers animate
the students’ voyage, then become the warp and weft of
the looms, as synths and strings entwine like spun thread.
From this, future connections blossom. Outfits dyed

with Manchester-grown Japanese indigo are revealed, as
Bloom’s central motif — the peppered moth - shifts from
black, marked by the industrial world, to white — a symbol
of renewal, transformation and hope.

The same optimism guides Greater Manchester and
Osaka’s next chapter, focused on harnessing the power of
nature, creativity and collaboration. As before, it begins

with sharing, as a programme of cultural exchange unfolds.

The story that began in the mills isn’t over. It blooms again
— here, now, on this stage.

SUILIOOG SI AASHPUI U002 U] 'GO%) 123SaY2Uvll]



CREATIVE TEAM

COMPOSER AFRODEUTSCHE

FASHION DESIGN Belladonis - jas
DANCE Company Chameleon eLonlii
CREATIVE PRODUCERS From The Other

CHOREOGRAPHY Kevin Edward Turner MBE

FASHION & SET DRESSING Charlie Orr-ewing & William Kerr
ORCHESTRATION Chris Emerson, Hallé

SOUND ENGINEER Lucinda Potter

FROM THE OTHER PRODUCTION TEAM
Mark Carlin, Sidn Roberts, Emma Thompson, Georgie Edwards,
Beau-Azra Scott, Lydia Wakelam, Oscar Lister.

HALLE PRODUCTION TEAM
David Butcher, Kath Russell, Jenny Nicholls, Heather Roberts,
Chris Lewis.

PROGRAMME DESIGN - Textbook Studio
PHOTOGRAPHY - Joe Smith Photography
HISTORICAL CONSULTANT - Rebecca Hill, Gallery Oldham

With special thanks to Marie-Claire Daly and Joe Heys at GMCA for all
your support and guidance.
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